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WK 12 THE 2000 COUP
TUTORIAL QUESTIONS AND FORUM QUESTIONS
Q1. What factors led to Fiji’s 2000 Coup. Identify the role played by George Speight during the coup?
The Fiji coup of 2000 was a complicated affair involving a civilian Coup by hardline Fijian nationalists against the elected government of a non-native (indo-Fijian) Prime Minister, Mahendra Chaudhry, on 19 May 2000. On 19 May 2000, seven armed gunmen, led by George Speight, stormed the Fiji parliament, taking Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry and his ill-fated government hostage. The seizure of parliament followed a series of protest marches by a variety of Fijian nationalist groups variously opposed to the People's Coalition government and committed to its overthrow. No recognizable group or institution claimed immediate responsibility for the deed, including the recently revived Taukei Movement. 
Publically, 45 year old George Speight was the principal instigator. He was a failed businessman, sacked from chairman of the Fiji Pine Commission and the Hardwood Corporation. He was declared bankrupt and was about the face court proceedings, when he launched his assault on parliament. Clearly, Speight had his own private grievances, which he carefully hid behind a fiercely nationalist rhetoric. He portrayed himself as faithful servant of the Fijian cause, an anointed savior of the Fijian ‘race’ and Fijian cultural hero. Speight got international media criticism because he showing as face of indigenous Fijian nationalism was articulate, engaging, and bantering with the international media. 
Many individuals and groups work behind the scene for supporting him, especially politicians defeated in last elections otherwise excluded from power, seeking redress and probably revenge against Chaudhary government. Young businessmen also supported him who was not happy in 1990s and wanted to take benefit from opportunistic access to power and securing loans. Many indigenous Fijian middle class supported Speight’s agenda. Many unemployed and unskilled Fijian youth spread vandalism in Suva and terrorized the countryside. Many among them have little understanding of Speight’s hidden personal agendas and complex forces at work. Many supports were victims of the structural reform policies of 1990s Rabuka government, where they remained poor and destitute and others became successful. They became prey of Speight’s rhetoric and easy solutions of getting rid of Indians and revert to tradition, they responded on basis of racial solidarity.



Q2. What do you understand of the hostage crisis and how was it resolved? 
The coup had many impacts, which included, the 1997 constitution, approved unanimously by a parliament dominated by indigenous Fijians, blessed by the Great Council of Chiefs and warmly welcomed by the international community, has been abrogated/abolished. Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara (paramount chief), President of the republic, was asked by the army to step aside, while the army assumed executive control of the country. The crisis also ruined the reputation of institution of Paramount Chiefs of Fijian society and military. The democratically elected government headed by Mahendra Chaudhry was unceremoniously and unconstitutionally dismissed.
The 2000 Coup was a disaster for the nation as the army stood divided and confused, unwilling to uphold the constitution or protect the security of the state, as were divided on basis of provincialism and regionalism. Fragmentation in army and society.Furthermore, the GCC also failed to raise the status and safeguard the interest of its supporters. They sympathized with Speight's ambition for the Fijian people, but then backed President Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara to lead the country out of the crisis. The hostage crisis worsened in terms where, immense violence and damage to property, as mobs’ target was Indo-Fijians of outlying rural areas (their cattle slaughtered and root crops stolen), vandalism in Suva and energized by Speight’s racial rhetoric. One Indo-Fijian whose house was demolished by Fijian mob stated 'I would rather be a dog in America than an Indian in Fiji‘; this was the view of many.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was resolved after being persuaded that Sitiveni Rabuka did not have foreknowledge of the coup, Mara engaged him as his mediator with Speight. Rabuka was an occasional golfing partner of Speight and the hijackers had reportedly trained on his estate in Vanua Levu. Mara suggested through Rabuka that Chaudhry should voluntarily step down in favor of and indigenous Fijian. Deputy Prime Minister Tupeni Baba was the name Mara had in mind as the Fijian replacement. Speight welcomed the suggestion, but asked Mara to step down as well. When Rabuka conveyed that demand to Mara, the President agreed to oblige but only if that was the decision of the Great Council of Chiefs. Speight also wanted to meet the President, but Mara refused unless the hostages were released first. Commodore Frank Bainimarama assumed executive leadership and imposed martial law at 6 p.m. on 29 May. An immediate curfew was imposed. A new military council was appointed to run the country for up to three years during which a new constitution would be drawn up and elections held under it. 



