Week 12 
Tutorial Question 
What do you understand of the hostage crisis and how it was resolved?
The hostage crisis was held at about 10am on the 19th May 2000, where by seven armed gunmen, led by George Speight stormed the Fiji parliament taking Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry and his ill-fated government hostage. The 2000 crisis was resolved when Commodore Frank Bainimarama assumed executive leadership and imposed martial law at 6pm on 29th May. As a result, an immediate curfew was imposed, a new military council was appointed to run the country for up to three years during which a new constitution would be drawn up and elections held under it. 

Forum Discussion Question 
What factors led to Fiji’s 2000 coup. Identify the role played by George Speight during the coup? 

Factors that led to 2000 coup:
· The parliamentary election of 1999 where the people’s coalition the labor party won the elections headed by Chaudhry which angered the i-taukei nationalists. 
· I-taukei nationalists going against the elected government of a Fijian of Indian Descent Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry. 
· Chaudhry’s government had changed in the land reforms which further alarmed the i-taukei nationalists.  
· The cancellation of several contracts of George Speight a businessman, by the Chaudhry government.


Role played by George Speight during the coup:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Publically, 45-year-old George Speight was the principal instigator. He was a failed businessman, sacked from chairman of the Fiji Pine Commission and the Hardwood Corporation. He was declared bankrupt and was about the face court proceedings, when he launched his assault on parliament. Clearly, Speight had his own private grievances, which he carefully hid behind a fiercely nationalist rhetoric. He portrayed himself as faithful servant of the Fijian cause, an anointed savior of the Fijian ‘race’ and Fijian cultural hero.
