Week 12 Tutorial Question and Answers
1. What factors led to Fiji's 2000 Coup. Identify the role played by George Speight during the Coup? [Discussion Forum Question]

2000 coup 
· The Fiji coup of 2000 was a complicated affair involving a civilian Coup by hardline Fijian nationalists against the elected government of a non-native (ethnically Indian) Prime Minister, Mahendra Chaudhry, on 19 May 2000.
· An interim government headed by Commodore Frank Bainimarama was set up, and handed power over to an interim administration headed by Ratu Josefa Iloilo, as President, on 13 July.
· The seizure of parliament followed a series of protest marches by a variety of Fijian nationalist groups variously opposed to the People's Coalition government and committed to its overthrow.
· Chaudhry government embarked on a numerous reforms, of legislative reform, setting up commissions (Education and Human Rights), instituting inquiries (into corruption), and staffing statutory organizations with competent staff (Housing Authority).
· Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara (paramount chief), President of the republic, was asked by the army to step aside, while the army assumed executive control of the country.
· The crisis also ruined the reputation of institution of Paramount Chiefs of Fijian society and military.
· Army stood divided and confused, unwilling to uphold the constitution or protect the security of the state, as were divided on basis of provincialism and regionalism. Fragmentation in army and society. 
· Although, National Federation Party (NFP) one no single seat but showed great opposition to Chaudhary government. 
· Chaudhry government embarked on a numerous reforms, of legislative reform, setting up commissions (Education and Human Rights), instituting inquiries (into corruption), staffing statutory organizations with competent staff (Housing Authority).
· The appearance of movement and change was impressive, but it also embroiled the government in a hugely counterproductive tussle with the media. 
· Small things were magnified in an atmosphere already rife with suspicion and distrust of the government’s motives.
· Government lacks mandate as competing interest of NLTB, GCC and army. 
· Chaudhary own forceful personality, forged in the long years spent in the trade union movement, also played its part in galvanizing the opposition.

George Speight role during the coup
· Publically, 45 year old George Speight was the principal instigator.
·  He was a failed businessman, sacked from chairman of the Fiji Pine Commission and the Hardwood Corporation.
·  He was declared bankrupt and was about the face court proceedings, when he launched his assault on parliament. 
· Speight had his own private grievances, which he carefully hid behind a fiercely nationalist rhetoric. 
· He portrayed himself as faithful servant of the Fijian cause, an anointed savior of the Fijian ‘race’ and Fijian cultural hero.
· Speight got international media criticism because he showing as face of indigenous Fijian nationalism was articulate, engaging, bantering/teasing/mocking with the international media. 
· Young businessmen also supported him who was not happy in 1990s and wanted to take benefit from opportunistic access to power and securing loans. 
· Many indigenous Fijian middle class supported Speight’s agenda. 
· Many supports were victims of the structural reform policies of 1990s Rabuka government, where they remained poor and destitute and others became successful. 
· Fifteen soldiers and two of their officers defected to the rebels and George Speight built up a strong private army. On June 9, Speight announced that he had abolished Fiji's multi-racial Constitution. 



2 . What do you understand of the hostage crisis and how it was resolved? [Tutorial Questions]
On May 19, 2000, a disparate gang led by Speight stormed the parliamentary complex and kidnapped Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry and 35 other parliamentarians for the i Taukei (indigenous) rights, including several cabinet ministers. Announcing that he had deposed both the government and the President, Speight swore in serving ruling government member Timoci Silatolu as Prime Minister, and proclaimed Jope Seniloli president in place of Kamisese Mara. Seniloli has since been convicted of treason for aiding and abetting the coup. President Mara tried to resist Speight's takeover, but was abruptly removed himself on 29 May by Commodore Frank Bainimarama, the Commander of the Military who subsequently abrogated the constitution, made himself Prime Minister and swore in his own President, Ratu Epeli Nailatikau (Ratu Jope Seniloli's cousin).
Furthermore, the overthrow of the government saw support for Speight's cause as outbreaks of violence occurred in Suva, Levuka , Naitasiri, Tailevu, Ra, Nadi, Yasawa, Serua, Namosi, and on July 7 an army base on Vanua Levu Island was overrun by his supporters. Fifteen soldiers and two of their officers defected to the rebels and George Speight built up a strong private army. On June 9, Speight announced that he had abolished Fiji's multi-racial Constitution. Three days later, Speight's car was sprayed with gunfire, but the army denied that soldiers were involved in an operation to kill him. 
Moreover, on June 25, four female hostages were released and on July 13, Chaudhry was released following an agreement between the rebels and the military administration of Commodore Bainimarama. Claiming that he had signed the agreement "under duress," Bainimarama promptly rescinded it. On 27 July, Speight was arrested with 369 of his followers and charged with treason.
To conclude, in the crisis of 2000, the GCC failed a crucial test of its now expected national role, the upheaval was the crucible for a strengthening of the army as an independent political force.

