Week 10 
Tutorial Question  
What were the reasons for the two Fijis coups in 1987? What role political parties played during the coup?

On 7th April 1987, Fiji had had seen a newly formed government headed by Dr. Timoci Bavadra after winning the election over the Alliance part for the first time. Thus within a week of the elections, Fiji was rocked by a violent and terrifying campaign led by the military to overthrow the Bavadra government on May 14th. The first coup was headed by the military leader Sitiveni Rabuka whereby he attempted to reinstall the defeated Ratu Sir Kamisese Maras government back into power. However, they were unable to achieve their immediate goal and isolated themselves, and were hated by international community, as a result Sitiveni Rabuka strike with with a second coup on September 25th and attached Fijis links to the British crown. 
Moreover, the roles played by the political parties during the 1987 coup were: firstly, the coalition between National Federation Party and the Fiji Labor party under the leadership of Dr Timoci Bavadra, to contest the 1987 general elections. Hence, with the win of the coalition party Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara’s party had lost the election. On May 14th 1987 Dr Timoci Bavandra was forced to resign from the Prime Ministers seat due to the coup headed by Sitiveni Rabuka. Secondly, on 14th May 1987, the alliance party re-seized power through a military coup and introduced a completely new dimension to Fiji politics. This was The Alliance Party led by Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara.





[bookmark: _GoBack]Forum Discussion Question 
Explain the role of Great Council of Chiefs during the coups?

The great council of chiefs were group of chiefly leaders from the 14 different provinces that frequently meets yearly in order to debate on issues that helps in the governing of the country. They play a critical role in the decision making in the government since it was set up by Sir Author Gordon who believed that only the Fijians can rule the Fijians. Whereby some of the roles played by the great council of chiefs during the coups were: firstly, the great council of chiefs were given additional constitutional management throughout the crisis after the electoral downfall of the alliance party in 1987. Secondly, they established relationship and protection of native Fijians as well as helped in the decision making with the military for the commoners. Thirdly, the great councils of chiefs were also seen that it supported the Rabuka coups as it helped to reinstate a Fijian dominated government rather than a Indian dominated one.

