 Week 9:Tutorial and Workshop Question and answers

1. Explain the manifesto of political parties contented the 1977 elections? Why 1977 election became important in context of a constitutional crisis?(NFP won the elections and still not formed the government. Why?
National Alliance Party
· Development Plan VII (1976-80) which was described as a dynamic, realistic programme geared to make the whole of the country better off, it aims in particular at assisting those who live in the rural areas and the outer islands.
· He emphasized that greater food production would be encouraged and dwelt on his party’s record at home and abroad
· Gradual introduction of free education, growth of rural junior secondary schools, the Agriculture Landlords and Tenants Act(1976), Lome convention and the Law of the sea conferences.


National Federation Party
More on criticism of the alliance party policies and he also provided no alternative programme. His address also contained a special appeal to the Indian community, the majority of whom supported his party.
· The alliance had failed to bring about a sense of nationalism among our people and to make them feel that Fiji is their permanent home.
· Koya condemned the alliance for not solving the land problem and ignoring request to embark on a comprehensive plan to reclaim land on a large scale. He denounced the existing tax structure as excessively burdening the middle class and rural dwellers. The alliance record in industrial relations, welfare, education and its handling of strife at the emperor gold mines were all attacked.
· Koya accused the alliance of failing to give an effective and an appropriate assurance to the Indian community when in October 1975, Mr.Sakeasi Butadroka had unsuccessfully moved a motion in parliament calling for the reparation of all Fiji citizens of Indian percentage.
           

  Sakeasi Butadroka party’s manifesto:
· Concentrated his appeal solely on Fijians.
· Convinced them that independence had undermined their constitutional rights and denied them adequate control over their country since they possessed only 22 out of 52 seats in the Lower House.
· Party’s programme adopted at its convention in December 1976.
· Interests of the Fijians will be paramount at all times
· Fijians must always hold the position
· Indians should be repatriated to India after Fiji gained full independence
· The return to Fijians of all land that was illegally sold.

                         Fijian Nationalist Party
· Fiji for the Fijians – condemning Britain for saddling the country with a multiracial constitution instead of reciprocating the honorable generosity of the high chiefs in giving Fiji to the Queen in 1874.They said Fiji was no longer a Fijian country.

Constitutional Crisis
Was the first major challenge to the country’s democratic institutions since independence in 1970.

National Federation Party did not form the government after the 1977 election because governor general George Cakobau asked Mara to form a new government claiming that he had the support of the majority of the House.




2. Which all political parties contested 1982 election and what were their manifestos? What were the reasons of alliance victory over NFP- WUP coalition?
· National Alliance Party
· National Federation Party
· Western United Front 

WUF- NFP
Its support was concentrated in the western division mainly in the provinces of Nadroga and Ba.Its formation was due to disenchantment of western Fijians about not receiving fair return from the Native Land Trust Board from the income derived from their land.

Western United Front manifesto
· Protect and encourage the unity of western Fijians
· Protect the interests of landowners and to defend their rights to develop their resources according to their aspirations 
· Seek changes in the ministry of Fijian affairs and rural development to improve the lives of western Fijians.
· Improve educational facilities of western Fijians and provide them opportunities in commercial and industrial enterprises. As western Fijians were not given position therefore the 	WUF will fight for this.

National Federation Party manifesto
· reduce taxes coupled with promises of free education, free medical services and reduced rents for their leases. 

                      National Alliance Party manifesto 
· introduction of free education, growth of rural junior secondary schools, the Agricultural Landlords and Tenants Act (1976), Lome Convention and the Law of the Sea Conferences.


Reason for the victory

· It revolved around certain candidates and lacks cooperation on party lines. Alliance was better prepared and more disciplined party. FNP was on a decline after victory in 1977 election, and in 1982 election they made no public demands for expulsion of Fijians, instead emphasis was on the preservation and enhancement of Fijian interests. 
· NFP lacked the support of Fijian voters and was labeled as Indian party. Rivalry within NFP, where Koya’s Dove Faction (mostly Muslim religious candidates) vs Reddy Flower faction (mostly Hindu religious candidates).Alliance was victorious because it had Fijian communal support. 
· The NFP's own Fijian communal candidates had little experience and low status in Fijian traditional society whereas Alliance candidates had greater ability, high status of usually chiefs and long term of public service

