Tutorial Week 10
Read the article given as attachment on the issue of 1987 coup. Try to summarize the major causes of the 1987 coup and write an essay. Highlight the underlying factors that played a crucial part in 1987 coup. 
The Two 1987 Coup
According to Merriam Webster, “coup d’état” is the “violent overthrow or alteration of an existing government by a small group”. The first coup in April 1987 and the second coup in September 1987 is recorded as two of the many varying changes in the modern Fiji era. These two crises were not only suffered by low income earners and white-collar providers, but, also, tarnished the reputation of Fiji Islands as a whole, internationally. Due to this, the economy structure, political structure and social structure of the country was severely affected.  
The Background
The Alliance Party was founded in early 1960s, and was led by Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara. His reign lasted for continuous seventeen years before the shift in power began. In 1977, the Indian dominated party – The National Federation party won the elections. This party was founded by A. D. Patel in the year 1968 which included the indentured labourers. In the 1977 elections, S. M. Koya was the leader of the party. This party, was the largest party in the House of Representatives, which won 24 seats to Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara’s 22 seats. 
However, the party did not last as they “failed to act promptly in forming the government.” (sort of internal disputes) The reason was probably because this was the first time the Indians had won the elections, but they did not how to govern or rule a country, and the chaos was within. Questions were raised within the parliament as to who would become the prime minister and gain the ministerial positions. Hence, being the opposition party, Ratu Mara’s Alliance Party was invited to conduct a second election, and this time, the Fijian dominated Alliance party won and Ratu Mara became the Prime Minister. “Fijian rule continued for another ten years.”
The Formation of the Coalition Party – 1987
During his reign, Ratu Mara’s government had made some decisions that were unaccepted by the people, especially the low-income earners and white-collar workers, that hosted economic problems in Fiji in mid-1980’s. one of which was imposing wage freeze in 1984 to boost the severely damaged economy by hurricane, droughts, foreign debts and burgeoning (increase) civil servants salary bills. The government wanted to use the $36 million of wage freeze to expand primary and employment generating business sector; this was mainly criticized by the unions. To weaken the union movement, Ratu Mara withdrew the recognition to the Fiji Trades Union Congress and encouraged trade union leaders sympathetic to it polices. Through this scheme, the anger in the Ministry of Education was fuelled. 
The Fiji Labour Party was founded in the year 1985 and was led by Dr. Timoci Bavadra. Soon after coming into the picture, the Party promised:
· “public ownership of vital industries”
· “minimum wage legislation for manufacturing sectors”
· “increase local participation in vital industries, such as, tourism. 
Through this, the Fiji Labour Party attracted many local attentions, but it needed to broaden its base as it was an urban-based party only, led by white-collar trade unionists. Hence, the Fiji Labour Party generated the idea of coalition with the indentured labourers dominated - National Federation Party. 
The Happenings in the 1987 Elections
In April, 1987, the newly formed coalition party of the Fiji Labour Party and the National Federation Party won against the Alliance Party- 28 seats of 52 seats in the parliament. The leader of the Fiji Labour Party, Dr. Timoci Bavadra, became the Prime Minister of Fiji, knowing that the locals would not allow an Indian leader to run the country. On the other hand, Ratu Mara was unhappy with the election results, as for the first time in modern history of Fiji, Fijians of Indian descent achieved a significant measure of political power. Despite the coalition cabinet being of young and well-educated people, they promised a non-ethnic state and distributive society for Fiji. This, however, sought to demolish the communally divisive politics of the Alliance Party. Not long after, few members of the Alliance Party and Ratu Mara’s administration formed a militant indigenous force namely “Taukei Movement.” Just a few days after the general elections, Fiji was “rocked” by a violent campaign that weakened the politics through obstructions, disruptions or destructions, protest marches and roadblocks, leading to overthrow Dr. Bavadra’s government on 14th May, 1987.
Causes of the 1987 Coups 
· Diverse social interests and regional inequalities within the Fijian community – the coup makers saw the indo-Fijian group as a danger towards i-Taukei land rights, although, it was clear in the coalitions manifesto that there would be zero changes in the Native Land Trust Board structure.
· Coalition has clashed with the social and cultural functions of i-Taukei society. – although the coalition party had won, they could not make changes without the support of the Fijians in the Great Council of Chiefs. Also, many political opponents of Dr. Timoci Bavadra in Fijian Affairs Board altered the balance of power in the Great Council of Chiefs. 
· Unrest amongst Fijian nobility aboriginals and their traditional allies preserving feudalism against the response to social democracy, small-scale local capitalism, and multi-ethnic nationalism embodied by the Fijian middle-class ordinaries and Hindus on the other.
· Alliance felt oppressed by the coalition's policy of removing disproportionate confidentiality in the conduct of government. The Alliance has published details of inquiries that have exposed misuse of authority by the authorities. The Royal Fiji Military Force (RFMF) was endorsed by the coalition party, but promised to evaluate its military position in the sectors of protection, nation building, domestic security and foreign peacebuilding.
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The coup leaders (Sitiveni Rabuka with the others) were able to reinstall the defeated Ratu Mara government. Nevertheless, things were still unsettled. Their efforts were firmed but there were peaceful internal resistance and a number of external pressures. As the immediate goals were not achieved, a second coup struck on 25th September, 1987, which also, rejected Queen Elizabeth II as the Head of the State and Fiji became Republic of Fiji, severing Fiji’s link to Great Britain. 

The Effects of the 1987 Coups
· Blow to the country’s internal multiracial cohesiveness – relationship between the various ethnic groups within the country had worsened.
· Wrecked its economic base – Fiji’s economy contracted due to a major turndown in tourism and sugar industry
· Increase in social problems – unemployment, lower standard of living, lack in education provisions and social crimes such as burglary and deception  
· Tarnished its reputation internationally – even though Australia and New Zealand had stepped its feet in most of the islands in the Pacific, they stepped back from taking actions to intervene into the matter.
· Fiji was removed from the Common Wealth
· Triggered emigration by Indo-Fijians – particularly skilled workers and businessmen. 
Conclusion
To sum up, both of the coups of 1987 caused the drawback of the whole country, and foremost, the economic struggles were evident throughout, during the times of 2000 and 2006 coups, and till date as the country is recovering slow from the loss of all the necessary skills.

