WEEK 9 AND 1O TUTORIAL SOLUTIONS: 

Week 9 
Q1: Explain the manifestos of political parties contented the 1977 elections?
The National Federation Party – 
Offers to reduce taxes coupled with promises of free education, free medical services and reduced rents for their leases. 
The Alliance Party- 
Gradual introduction of free education, growth of rural junior secondary schools, the Agricultural Landlords and Tenants Act (1976), Lome Convention and the Law of the Sea Conferences. 
Fijian Nationalist Party- 
· The interests of the Fijian will be paramount at all times.
· The Fijians must always hold positions as Governor- General, Prime Minister. Minister for Fijian Affairs and Rural Development, Minister for Lands, Minister for Education, Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Home Affairs and Minister for Commerce Industry and Co-operatives. 
· More opportunities should be given to Fijians to enter business and commerce. Total opposition to common roll. Strengthen Fijian Administration and the Government should give it financial backing and support.
· Establishment of a Fijian Institute to teach Fijians in business. 
· Pensions to ex -servicemen. 
· Expansion of the Royal Fiji Military Forces trade section to help ease unemployment.
· The return to Fijians of all land that was illegally sold.  

 Why 1977 election became important in context of a constitutional crisis?
Because of the different political parties along with their different ethnicities that participated during the 1977 elections. 

NFP won the elections and still not formed the government. Why?
NFP failed to form the government due to internal quarrel that led to the separation of the party. Thus, Ratu Sir George Cakobau called upon the defeated Ratu Mara to form an interim government pending fresh elections. 
In 1977, another election held on 17 and 24 September. The National Federation Party, the narrow winner of the election, had failed to form a government, owing to internal disputes. 


Q2. Which all political parties contested 1982 election and what were their manifestos?
Alliance- Gradual introduction of free education, growth of rural junior secondary schools, the Agricultural Landlords and Tenants Act (1976), Lome Convention and the Law of the Sea Conferences.
NFP- Offers to reduce taxes coupled with promises of free education, free medical services and reduced rents for their leases. 

WUP-- Protect and encourage the unity of western Fijians. Protect the interests of landowners and to defend their rights to develop their resources according to their aspirations. Seek changes in the Ministry of Fijian Affairs and Rural Development to improve the lives of western Fijians.


 What were the reasons of Alliance victory over NFP-WUP Coalition? 
Coalition weakness was that it revolved around certain candidates and lacks cooperation on party lines. Whereas, Alliance was better prepared and more disciplined party. FNP was on a decline after victory in 1977 election, and in 1982 election they made no public demands for expulsion of Fijians, instead emphasis was on the preservation and enhancement of Fijian interests.
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WEEK 10 
Q 1. What were the reasons for the two Fiji's coups in 1987?
· The coup leaders attempted to reinstall the defeated Mara government back into power. 
· Military actions to protect its institutional interests.



 What role political parties played during the Coup? 
· NFP–Labour Coalition was the coalition of the National Federation Party and Fiji Labour Party under the leadership of Timoci Bavadra, formed in 1987 to contest that year's general election. The coalition won the election with 28 seats in the House of Representatives to the Alliance Party's 24 seats. However, Timoci Bavadra was forced to resign as the Prime Minister of Fiji due to the coup led by Rabuka. 

· On 14 May 1987, the losers re-seized power through a military coup and introduced a completely new dimension to Fiji politics. This was The Alliance Party led by Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara.  



Q 2. Explain the Role of Great Council of Chiefs during the Coups?  

· Fijians have looked up to the Great Council of Chiefs for answers to wide range of its problems in its darkest hour. 
· They have bailed out the nation on the brink of its collapse with their wisdom and aura. 
· However, the 2006 coup and the coups that came before that and the leadership problems that continue to spoil the reputation of Fiji’s politics and economy, have given fuel to the growing number of critics who are losing confidence in the constitution. 


