HIS 701: POLITICAL HISTORY OF FIJI SINCE INDEPENDENCE
WEEK 9: TUTORIAL ACTIVITY (ANSWERS ONLY)

1. The general election of 1977 was held in two different months but the same year. Different political parties contested with different manifestos to boost their own parties in order to gain a seat in parliament. 
Firstly the Alliance party with their manifesto of:
· Fiji for change peace and progress promoting racial integration.
· Development plan vii. (Based upon the improvement of the rural and the outer islands.
· Greater food production 
· Free education and the development of the junior secondary school.
             Secondly, the National Federation Party manifestoes:
· Reduction of the taxes being  placed upon the farmers 
· Free education to the people
· Free medical services
· Reduction in the rent of the leases.
· Idea of denouncing the existing tax structure by SM KOYA.
            Thirdly the Fiji Nationalist Party manifesto:
· Interest of the indigenous is a priority
· Expansion of the military force
· Return of the lands being illegally sold 
· Development of schools for the indigenous 
· Allocation of position in certain institution is too given to the Fijian people only, whereas opportunities in business and commerce should go the indigenous first.
The 1977 election became important in terms of constitutional crisis because it’s evident there was presence of discrimination in the party politics therefore it contributes significantly towards the governing of any nation especially in Fiji. 
Also the reason as to why the National Federation party was not able to form a  government was basically due to the fact that there was internal dispute for example in the party in was basically divided into 2 groups which was the DOVE and the FLOWER , this contributed towards the dispute.

2. The parties that contested for the 1982 election were the Alliance Party, Western United Front, Fiji Nationalist Party and the National Federation. 


Alliance party Manifesto:

· Fiji for change peace and progress promoting racial integration.
· Development plan vii. (Based upon the improvement of the rural and the outer islands.
· Greater food production 
· Free education and the development of the junior secondary school
              Western United Front manifesto
· The rights given to the Fijian people in terms of attaining higher position in the civil services.
· Provision of business opportunities and commercial industrial jobs for the people of the western areas.
· Improvement and development in educational facilities for the children.
· The protection of the landowners and their land interest.
           National Federation Party manifesto:
· Reduction of the taxes being  placed upon the farmers 
· Free education to the people
· Free medical services
· Reduction in the rent of the leases.
· Idea of denouncing the existing tax structure by SM KOYA
· Promotion of racial integration.
 The reasons as to why the Alliance party became victorious over the coalition party of NFP and WUF was that even though the two fought for the interest of the landowners and it was basically a diverse party there was still the issue of internal tension in the party (lack of cooperation). The main weakness of the coalition party was the internal dispute and revolving against each other and the candidates was party switching which became an issue in the coalition party, where by whoever doesn’t get a seat has the ability to switch party.
3. Through the 1997 and the 1982 articles it’s evident that the tension began all the way back to the beginning of the first election of 1972 which was Fiji s first general election. Firstly the 1977 election played a crucial role towards the governing of Fiji, the significance of these election was basically that every party politic was based upon racial lines which could be seen as a disadvantage hence there is form of development that this party has to offer whether it be on education or solving of the land issues, the different parties are there to provide. For example the Alliance party policies on free education, the NFP on the issues of land taxes and the Nationalist party on the interest of the indigenous, hence through the 1977 election it has only brought tension but also seen as the commitment by different candidates to not only improve but also move the people towards a different perspectives.

Furthermore, the 1982 article clearly depict that through the emergence of new party from the western regions and its coalition with the NFP, it has brought about enlightenment towards the people, where by its shows the interest of the people and the weakness of the government, the significance of the 1982 election is that shows the progress and the drawbacks of the government works. Upon the rise of new parties it clearly shows there is a need of improvement and also the peoples concern are not met. Through this election it has also brought about unity as the coalition of an Indian based party with indigenous party. Therefore it has also built unity and integration despite land issues, civil services and party politics. Hence therefore the two general elections have driven Fiji towards advancement.



































WEEK 10 TUTORIAL QUESTION

Q1. WHAT WERE THE REASONS FOR THE TWO FIJIS COUP IN 1987? WHAT ROLE POLITICAL PARTIES PLAYED DURING THE COUP?
The 1987 coup occurred in two different phases in May 14 and in September 25 upon the completion of the 1987 general election as the reigning Alliance party lost to the coalition party of the national federation party and the Fiji labour party consisting of Mahendra Chaudry and Timoci Bavadra. Upon the defeat of the alliance party led to the rise of a move called the Taukei Movement through the capital city. The reasons for the 1987 coup were basically:
· Indigenous Fijians failed to accept the fact that the government is been governed by a different ethnic group especially  INDO-FIJIANS
· The land issues and rights of the indigenous people are at stack.
· Racial discrimination
· The changing of the electoral system , land tenure system
· Developments issues unsolved
· The leadership position is to given to the indigenous people only especially the prime minister role.
· The policies of the coalition party were unacceptable for the people and could lead to unrest and bloodshed.
· Dominant of the Indian race 











WEEK 10 DISCUSSION FORUM

Q2. EXPLAIN THE ROLE OF THE GREAT COUNCIL OF CHIEFS DURING THE COUPS?
The great council of chiefs were group of chiefly leaders from the 14 different provinces that usually meets annually in order to discuss issues that helps in the governing of the country. They play a crucial role in decision making in the government since it was set up by Sir Author Gordon who believed that they should also participate in the running of the government.
Some of the roles of the great council of chiefs during the coups were.
· They were given extra constitutional management during the crisis after the electoral defeat of the alliance party
· Establish relationship and protection of indigenous Fijians
· The great councils of chiefs is also seen that it supports the Rabuka as it helps to reinstate a Fijian dominated government rather than a Indian dominated one
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Help in decision making of the commoners with the help of the military.
