Week 11 Tutorial and Dicussion
Q1. What were the major factors that led to the review of the 1990 Constitution and how it was formulated? [Tutorial Question]
Foremost, economy was deteriorating, and there was a broad discernment this was because of political vulnerability and an unacceptable and challenged constitution. Besides, World Bank, who asked the legislature to start a change procedure and to go into discourse with the Indo-Fijian community. There was significant weight from Fiji's chief bi-parallel benefactors, UK, Australia, New Zealand and the USA, to end its sacred and racial emergency. The administration knew about requests of Indo-Fijians of racial separation and the infringement of human rights in worldwide network, so needed to give them all advancement at home. Thirdly, a few Fijian pioneers and senior military leaders needed readmission to the Commonwealth, so they have to build up Commonwealth principles of human rights and administration before re-affirmation could be thought of. In conclusion, Fiji legislator understood the overfavouring of their locale in the Constitution that prompted ascent of provincialism, crumbling of Alliance gathering and rise of a few Fiji parties, as they need to rely upon Pre-overwhelmingly Indo-Fijian gathering to define government.
Formulation of the 1990 constitution
In 1993 the government set up a committee of the cabinet to examine possibilities and modalities of reform. In order to enhance the credibility of the sub-committee, Rabuka persuaded leaders of the two major opposition parties, FNP and FLP, to join the committee. These two parties, despite their many differences and acute rivalry, agreed to co-operate on the question of constitutional reform.  The commission formally set up by the President on 15 March 1995 under section 77 of the 1990 constitution which required the review within seven years. The Commission duly reported in early September 1996 with nearly 800 page report. Having been appointed in May 1995 the Commission spent most of July, August and September holding public (or occasionally private) hearings around the country.  These hearings were followed up by visits to Malaysia, Mauritius, South Africa, and the US. Commission also asked a number of people to prepare research papers, and also institutions and individuals to supply specific information. The Report was presented to President Mara and then published at the beginning of September 1996. 


Q2. What are the major points of 1990 and 1997 Constitutions?
1990 Constitution
Unlike the independence constitution, which was a negotiated document, the 1990 constitution was basically imposed on the people and in the face of the unanimous opposition of one major community, the Indo-Fijians, along with considerable opposition from others. No cross-voting seats were provided for, so all representation became communal. In the seventy-member House of Representatives, thirty-seven seats were reserved for Fijians; this meant that they would not need to make alliances with any other community in order to form a government. In the seventy-member House of Representatives, thirty-seven seats were reserved for Fijians; this meant that they would not need to make alliances with any other community in order to form a government. The 1990 constitution enhanced the role of indigenous institutions. It gave special status to Fijian customary law, which also increased the separation of Fijians from the other communities. Most importantly, the new constitution reinforced internal divisions among Fijians. Once Indo-Fijians were sidelined, there was little to maintain the political unity of Fijians. The passing of power to commoners undermined the chiefly class, which had sedulously cultivated both the ideology of traditionalism and a sort of unity under eastern hegemony. 
· 1997Constitution
The 1997 Constitution was constructed through a process, insisted upon by the Indo-Fijians that distinguished it from any previous practice in Fiji. 
· It made a series of recommendations under this principle: to give the GCC constitutional status; to retain the constitutional entrenchment of laws protecting Fijian interests; to transfer the veto from the Senate to the GCC; and to elect the president, who would be a Fijian, at a joint meeting of the two chambers on the nomination of the GCC.
· It proposed a House of Representatives of seventy members divided into forty-five open seats without ethnically based restrictions on candidates or voters and twenty-five reserved seats twelve for indigenous Fijians and Pacific Islanders, ten for Indo-Fijians, one for Rotumans and two for general voters, thus reversing the proportion between the two types of seats in the 1970 constitution. 
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