Tutorial Week 11
In 1990, the interim government enacted a new constitution that attempted to enhance Fiji's ethnic control over the country. Underneath the Constitution, the offices of President and Prime Minister could only have been occupied by indigenous Fijians. The Constitution abolishes all methods of non-racial elections. The 1990 Constitution was based on a perception of the traditional Fijian society that hadn't really been recognized across Fiji and that had politically excluded half the population.
In the 1992 elections, the leading Fijian party, led by Sitiveni Rabuka won the largest number of seats, but called for support from the Fiji Labour Party, now led by Indo Fijian Mahendra Chaudhry to form the government – the Fiji Labour Party price was the analysis. The over favouring of the Fijian politician in their community that led to rise of provincialism, disintegration of alliance party and emergence of several Fiji parties. The 1992 elections whereby Fijian vote was split between independent and two Fijians nationalist splinter between parties. There was a need for a constitution that would reinforce the unity of the full security and promotion of the rights, interests and concerns of the Fijian and Rotoman indigenous peoples.
Discussion Question
1990 Constitution
· The constitution was driven by a desire to permanently exclude any possibility of Indo-Fijian parties forming a government. 
· It abolishes all elements of non-racial electorate / voting.
· The constitution favoured Fijian law, increased the status of Fijian customary law and excluded access to ordinary courts in cases involving Fijian customary land law - Initial decisions were entrusted to the Native Land Commission 
· The position of President and Prime Minister could only be filled by ethnic Fijians.
· Retained the Bicameral Legislature system of the parliament.
· Initial decisions were entrusted to the Native Land Commission 
· Enhanced security of Fiji's property (land) and other interests.
· The stabilizing task of the opposition leader was greatly reduced.
1997 Constitution
· The new constitution also promotes the idea of a designated senate instead of an elected body as recommended by the Commission.
· The President shall be selected by the Great Council of Chiefs. 
· The new constitution highlights the fact that Fiji must move further away from fully communal elections, and the new arrangement is much less strategic than was proposed. 
· Constitutional reform resulted to the vote of the first Indian Prime Minister of Fiji, Mahendra Chaudhry, in 1999.

