Name : Salote Vakaotia Naivalunilotu Naivaluvou 
Week 11 Tutorial solutions.  
Q1. What were the major factors that led to the review of the 1990 Constitution and how was it formulated? 

In 1990, the interim government formed a new constitution which aimed at strengthening ethnic Fijian control of the country. However, under this Constitution, the positions of president or prime minister could only be filled by ethnic Fijians which is appointed by the GCC. 37 of the 70 parliamentary seats could only be filled ethnic Fijian. This meant that ethnic Fijians have the majority seats in parliament. The Constitution in itself was biased towards rural Fijians and it gave even more prominent role than in the past to the council of chiefs. It also abolished all forms of non-racial voting which even separated Rotumans from Fijians. 

However, there were 8 necessary key factors that led to the review of the 1990 Constitution:
· 1990 Constitution provided for its review within 7 years 
· In the 1992 elections, the leading Fijian party, led by Rabuka, won the largest number of seats of the FLP, led by an Indo-Fijian, Mahendra Chaudhry, to form the government-FLPS price was the review 
· Economy was stagnating 
· World bank who urged the government to initiate reform process & to enter into dialogue with Indo-Fijians community.
·  There was considerable pressure from Fiji’s principal bi-lateral donors, UK, Australia New Zealand and the USA, to end its constitutional and racial crisis.
· 
· The government was aware of demands of Indo-Fijians of racial discrimination and the violation of human rights in international community, so  wanted to show them all progress at home. 
· Several Fijian leaders and senior military commanders wanted readmission to the Commonwealth, so they need to established Commonwealth standards of human rights and governance before re-admission could be considered.
· Fiji politician realized the overfavouring of their community in the Constitution that led to rise of provincialism, disintegration of Alliance party and emergence of several Fiji parties, as they have to depend on Pre-dominantly Indo-Fijian party to formulate government.
Formulations of the Constitution.  
The constitution was however, formulated through the formation of committees where the constitution was  reviewed and this was Sitiveni Rabuka's idea.  
Sitiveni Rabuka consulted with  the leaders of the opposition and requested members to join.  The review was carried out by the people of Fiji and the members of the parliament.
In 1993, the government set up a committee of the cabinet to examine possibilities and modalities of reform.In order to enhance the credibility of the sub-committee, Rabuka persuaded leaders of the two major opposition parties, FNP and FLP, to join the committee. These two parties, despite their many differences and acute rivalry, agreed to co-operate on the question of constitutional reform.  The terms of reference of a commission was to consult the people and recommend a draft constitution, and the membership ogf the commission. 
Reform can be adopted by Parliament with approval by two-thirds of the members of each House, and the votes of a substantial Majority of Fijians in the Senate. Under the 1990 constitution both Houses had majorities of Fijians any way.
The two years expired between the first initiatives of the government and the establishment of the commission.
Q2. What are the major points of the 1990 and the 1997 Constitution? 
The 1990 Constitution: 
· Two thirds of parliamentary seats should be open to candidates of all ethnic communities 
· Brought immediate diplomatic benefits to the Fiji government including readmission to the commonwealth 
·  Initial decision was entrusted to the Native Land Commission 
· The stabilizing task of the opposition leader was reduced 
· Abolishment of non-racial voting systems
· The positions of Prime Minister and president could only be filled by ethnic Fijians which will be elected by the GCC 
The 1997 Constitution: 
· Fijians to move away from totally communal elections
· The suggested two thirds to one third balance between open and reverted seats has been reversed, with only one third of seats to be elected on an open basis
· The prime minister’s first obligation will be to the parties of any formal coalition but the cabinet may also include other parties with at least 10% of the seats in the House 
· Ethnic Fijians consented to surrender their ensured dominant part in the House of Representatives and their syndication on the Prime ministers office, yet consequently their responsibility for the land was composed into the constitution. 
· Their privileges was also secured by regulating the GCC , which held the capacity to choose the president as well the 14 of the 32 senators .
