HIS 701 POLITICAL HISTORY OF FIJI SINCE INDEPENDENCE
WEEK 11 TUTORIAL QUESTION

QUESTION: 
WHAT WERE THE MAJOR FACTORS THAT LED TO THE REVIEW OF THE 1990 CONSTITUTION AND HOW WAS IT FORMULATED?
The 1990 Constitution basically based upon the vision of the traditional Fijian society. There are certain related factors that have contributed to the reviewing of the 1990 constitution. The constitution has portrayed the different interest and the rivalry between the people and the government whether it is biased or fair, it has its own weakness which has led to its reviewing. Some of the reasons for its review are:
· The constitution was based upon the interest of the indigenous Fijians their interest and their wellbeing; it was usually based upon racial lines. The indo Fijians on the other had were not being looked after and their interest were not met, hence it was the fellow Indians that has been pushing for a review of the constitution.
· Also the constitution was biased since it has focussed on the urban dwellers rather than the rural population despite the facts that 33% of the Fijian population lived in the rural areas.
· The unfair distribution of the parliament seats.
The constitution was formulated through the forming of committee to review the constitution which was the idea of Sitiveni Rabuka and asked the leaders of the opposition members to join. Hence preparation of the review was carried out through the people of Fiji and the members of the parliament, therefore upon approval of the 2/3 there was an amendments being carried out. The constitution was basically to create harmony and racial integration whilst meeting the different interest of the different societies and facilitate the development interest. 






Week 11 Discussion Forum

Q2: WHAT ARE THE MAJOR POINTS OF THE 1990 AND THE 1997 CONSTITUTION?
There were certain points that have been displayed through the 1990 and the 1997 constitution:
The 1990 constitution had also the review due to the fact that there were certain weak areas that needed to be looked into hence some of the main points of the 1990 constitution were:
· Since the constitution was seen as biased there was a need for the changes , the great council of chiefs were given the extra constitutional management role
· The higher positions in the government were given to the indigenous Fijian only since they have to be the ones who is to lead. For example the prime minister position and the president position were given to the Itaukei only.
· The prominent interest for the wellbeing of the indigenous was a major priority
· Lastly the abolishment of any form of racial electoral system.

The 1997 constitution had also undergone a review and was suspended due to the coup conducted by George Speight.  Therefore some of the main points I this constitution was the:
· Explicitly protect against discrimination based on sexual orientation (section 38)
· It was more racially integrated since the laws has been emendated
· The selection of the presidency position is to be carried out  by the great council of chiefs
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The rights to education and educational accessibility 

