The discontent of the Workers: Industrialisation began much later in Russia than in Western Europe. Huge iron foundries, textile factories and engineering firms were set up. Most were owned by the government or foreigners, and were located in the big cities such as St Petersburg or Moscow. By 1900 20% of Russians were workers living in cities.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Working conditions in the new industrial towns were hard. Pay was very low. Although strikes and demonstrations were illegal, they often took place. Strikers were frequently shot by the Tsar’s soldiers or secret police. Nicholas II tries to industrialize Russia: Led to bad working conditions, low wages, child labor; Increases resentment towards the czar. Workers wanted a communist state where the workers controlled the government; Form groups known as “Soviets”
Growing Urban Workforce: The industrial revolution came to Russia largely in the 1890s  industrialized society
· Development in Russia was not as advanced as Britain 
· Russia’s cities began to expand and large numbers of peasants moved to the cities to take up new jobs and were in tightly packed and expanding urban areas  experienced problems like poor and cramped housing, bad wages, and a lack of rights in their jobs
· The government was afraid of the developing urban class; Even more afraid of powerful foreign investment away by supporting better wages, and the consequent was a lack of reforming legislation.
The discontent of the Peasants
Russia was a rural society with over 90% of the people being poor peasants. Until 1861 the peasants had belonged to their masters, who could buy and sell them like animals. When the peasants were freed in 1861 they were given small amounts of land for which they had to pay back the government. As a result most farmers were in absolute poverty. Agriculture was in desperate need of modernisation.
In contrast, a small number of upper-class people held most of the wealth and power. This aristocracy had large town houses and country estates.
Tsarist Autocracy and a Lack of Representation
· Russia ruled by Tsar; Held by the Romanov family.; Ruled alone; Freedom of expression was limited
· The result was an autocratic regime under which republicans, democrats, revolutionaries, socialists and others both chaffed and were increasingly desperate for reform
· Some wanted violent change, others peaceful, but as opposition to the Tsar was banned, opponents were increasingly driven to extreme measures.
· The Tsar - Nicholas II:
· Determined to govern but lacked ability to run an autocracy correctly
· Went back to seventeenth century  an almost late-medieval system (rather than reforming and modernizing Russia)
· Strong reform movement in Russia (essentially westernizing) during the mid-nineteenth century under Alexander II. A constitution was being written when Alexander II was assassinated in 1881. His son, and his son in turn (Nicholas II), reacted against the reform, not only halting it but starting a counter reform of centralized, autocratic government.
Unsuccessful Government
· The late Tsarist government was not good; There was a mass of competing bodies out of whose confusion law, judgment and government decisions appeared entirely arbitrary, random, or reliant on patronage;  Russia was under governed; Peasants had little contact with the imperial government
· Government had to go through landed nobility
· Zemstovs
· peasant emancipation  landholders declined and turned on the government, demanding reform
Rulers did not have an idea of the peasant view,
Peasants were not involved with the government
Didn’t care about the wiping away of the whole Tsarist regime (in 1917)
Russian failures in the First World War 
In the first few months of the First World War, Russia fought better than had been expected. Russian forces attacked Germany and Austria-Hungary in 1914 and were only pushed back after fierce fighting at the battle of Tannenberg.
In 1915, Tsar Nicholas II assumed personal command of the Russian armed forces. This was a risky policy; any defeats would be blamed on him. As it turned out the Tsar was a poor commander. The Russian army lost confidence in the Tsar after a string of serious defeats. The Russian soldiers, poorly trained and equipped, lacking in basic items such as rifles and ammunition, suffered from lowering morale. Thousands of men deserted. Without the support of the army, the Tsar’s position became increasingly precarious.
Rasputin and Scandal
While Tsar Nicholas II was absent commanding Russian forces during the First World War, he left the day to day running of Russia in the control of his wife Tsarina Alexandra.
Alexandra came increasingly under the influence of Gregory Rasputin, a ‘holy man’ who appeared to be able to heal the haemophilia of Prince Alexis, the heir to the throne.
Rasputin used his power to win effective control of the Russian government. But this aroused envy and he was murdered in 1916. Rasputin’s influence undermined the prestige of the royal family, but his murder came too late to save them
The opposition of the Communists
Many middle-class Liberals and Social Revolutionaries (who supported the peasants) opposed the rule of the Tsar, but the most revolutionary were the Social Democrats or Communists.
The Communists believed in the ideas of Karl Marx. Marx claimed that history is all about the struggles between the classes. He claimed that the capitalist system was unfair because the factory owners (bourgeois) made profits from the toils of the workers (proletariat). Marx predicted that the proletariat would violently overthrow the bosses and take control of the country on behalf of the people. 
The Russian Communists were divided into the Bolsheviks led by Lenin and the Mensheviks led by Trotsky. Lenin believed that the small party of Bolsheviks should seize power and control Russia on behalf of the people. Before 1917 Lenin and many of the other Communist leaders were in exile abroad, plotting to bring about a revolution in Russia
The February Revolution 1917
Russia fared so badly in the First World War there was a spontaneous uprising against the Tsar in February 1917. This was sparked off by food riots, poor working conditions and the failure to win the war. The Russian army refused to shoot at the demonstrators and joined forces with them. Lenin, in exile in Switzerland, raced to Petrograd so that he could attempt to seize control of the revolution.; In March 1917, without the support of the army, the Tsar was forced to abdicate and a Provisional Government was set up under Prince Lvov and Kerensky. Lenin believed that this new government was weak and would not impose communism on the Russian people.; In October 1917, Lenin led an armed uprising against the Provisional Government. His aim was to take control of Russia and turn it in to a communist country
Russia in the Ist World War
· Russia declares war on Austria-Hungary; Rationing leads to starvation; War becomes unpopular; Nicholas II leaves St. Petersburg for war front in 1915. (Hopes to boost morale); Patriotic gesture Nicholas II goes to the front to personally take charge; 1915 over 2 million Russians die on the front; Soldiers do not have sufficient rifles, ammunition or medical care;While Nicholas II at front, he leaves domestic affairs to wife, Alexandra 
· Repeated military reverses, (Ex.=Battle of Tannenberg); Acute food shortages,; Appointment of inept ministers, 
· Lack of industrial production for war,; And intense suffering of the civilian population create revolutionary climate by end of 1916. 
· 1917: 
· February/March Revolution: 10,000 working class women led a series of strikes in Petrograd and St. Peterburg chanting “Peace and Bread” and “Down with Autocracy”---similar to Women’s Bread March on Versailles
· All factories shut down and go on strike in Petrograd and soldiers join in
March Revolution
· Marchers through the streets shouting  	“Bread, bread, bread”; Troops refused to fire on demonstrators
· Czar abdicated (resigned) March 15th 1917; Duma set up provisional government eventually led by Alexander  Karensky; Russia continued in WWI; Revolutionary socialists plotted own course. Many set up Soviets, councils of workers and soldiers
October (Bolshevik) Revolution-1917
· Menshevik and moderate Soviets representatives walked out to protest the October Revolution. The Congress established, and Lenin its first chairman, to run the country between sessions. Lead by Vladimir Lenin “Peace, Land, and Bread”; Won support of people (especially peasants)
· March 3rd 1918 Bolsheviks accept Treaty of Brest‑Litovsk, ending WWI with Germany.
· 1917:
· Civil War in Russia-brought on primarily over continued involvement in World War One
· Whites:  anti-communists and supporters of the Provisional Government like the Girondins
· Reds:  communists-Bolsheviks like the Jacobins
· Liberals:  made up of the middle class and wanted a constitutional monarchy
· Socialists:  more democratic, did not follow Lenin, mostly peasants who wanted more land rights
· Communists:  radicals and followers of Lenin
· Communists broken into Bolsheviks led by Lenin and Mensheviks led by Trotsky
· Development of Soviets---workers’ councils to give the working class a voice because they feel the Provisional Government does not represent them; October 1917: Lenin succeeds in taking over
